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SECURITY INFORMATION 

OECRET 

i^aaquanePS Unitea "SiatBS PuruBS in Austria 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF. G-2 
A. P. O. No.%ni. U. S. ARMY 

168 




SUBJliCT: Information on KATYN Sorest Incident 



TO: Assistant Chief of Staff 

Greneral Staff, U.S. Army 
Washington 25, D.C. 



1. References: Item DA 19 of DA TT 5755, 14 April 
1952, concerning forwarding of information on the KATYN 
Forest incident, and Department of Army cable. Ref. No, 
DA-906414, dated 15 April 1952. 

2. Forwarded herewith are three (3) reports received 
from USFA Field agencies concerning the KATYN Forest 
massacre. 

3. This office interposes no objection to release 
of information contained in Inclosures 1, 2 and 3 to the 
Congressional Committee investigating the KATYN incident 

t.hat: 

a. Id entity of source, in Inclosure No. I 
(L-25879, 4 xApril l952j i s prope rly safeguarded. 

b. Identity of SIMOVIC , Rudolf in Inclosure No. 

2 (LR-1 ,065-X-52 , 2 April 1952) is properly safeguarded. 

c. Identity of source in Inclosure No. 3 (L-25917, 
10 April 1952) is properly safeguarded, as well as the 
identity of source’s friend, CHESROV, Leo. 

4. Copy of this report, to include Inclosures, has 
been forwarded to the Director of Intelligence, Headquarters, 



SECURITY InTo^ATION 

- SECRE f 
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SECURITY INFORMATION 

e ccnzT 



European Command, for information only, with instructions 
that contents are not to be released to Congressional Sub- 
committee currently in Europe, 




5, Classification of this letter may be downgraded 
to "Confidential” upon removal of inclos 



3 I nc 1 s • 

DL-25879, 4 Anr 52 (CIC) 

2) LR-l,065-X-52, 2 Apr 52 

3) L-25917, 10 Aor 52 



A/A 



of Staff G2 



2 
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headquarters united States Forces in Austria 



OFRCE OF THE 
A.P.C 




CHIEF OF STAFF. G-2 
U. S. ARMY 



S-8-52 



ZZ April 1958 



lufoxnation on SATIK forest Incident 



10: Assistefnt Chief of Staff 

General Staff, U.S« Arej 
Washington 25, D.C, 




1* Heferenoes: Itea DA 19 of DA TT 5755, 14 Ap ril 
1952, oonoerning f ortrarding . of information on the KATYN 
Forest incident, and Department of Armj eable. Ref. No. 
DA-906414, dated 15 April 1952. 

2. Forwarded herewith are three (5) reports reoolved 
from USBA Field agencies oonoerning the KATYN Forest 
oassaore. 

3. This office interposes no objeotion to release 
of information contained in Inolosores 1, 2 and 3 to the 
Congressional Committee investigating the KATIN incident 
providing that: 



2 (LR-1,065-X»52, ! properly safeguarded. 



o. Identity of source in Inelosure No. 3 (L-25917, 



10 April 1952) is properly safeguarded, as well as the 
identity of source's friend, CHSSROV, leo. ' , 

4. Copy of this report, to include Inolosures, has 
been forwarded to the Director of Intelligence, Headquarters, 




b. Identity of SBfOVIC, Rudolf in Inclosure No. 
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Burop«an Command, for information only, with instructions 
that contents are not to be released to 'Songressional Sub- 
committee currently in Burope. 



5« Classification of this letter ma downgraded 
to "Confidential” upon removal of inc^osaj^^* '\a 



- 

^ • ■a 



LIMAJJ D, BCmWELL 
Colonel OS 

a/a C of Staff OS 

3 Incls: 

DL-25879, 4 Apr 52 (CIC) 

S)LR-1,065-X-5S, 2 Apr 52 (MIS) 

3)L-25917, 10 Apr 52 
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AGENT REPORT 



1. NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INaOENT 



KATYN FCRT^T ItlCIDENT • 




4. REPORT OF FINDINGS 



I RecOHbs FILE 



2. DATE SUBMITTED 



4 Arm 1952 



3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR RLE NO. 






L/25879 



REC’D 



^CTlOfi 



The follovdiig infomatlon vas obtained after this office received on 
anonymous letter stating that the writer \jas in possession of information con- 
cerning the alleged massacre of Polish persons in the Kaiqrn Forest neer 
Smolensk, USSR, and that if this office was interested it was possible to con- 
tact the writer by neetiag Mm et „ , , ^ the undersigned 

made the initial contact and obtained the foUowirg information t Evaluation: 
Source: "F” (reliability unknovm); Information: "3" (possibly true, , 

Source stated that his motives involved in dlsclosiryT information con- 
cerning the Katyn Forest incident evolved from the fact that the honor of the 
Germn Army was involved and that he desired that the true facts be presented 
to the American authorities. Source stated that during World War II, he was 
a member of the Abwehr Kc^mnando III bei Ileeresgruppe Mtte (Military Intelli- 
gence Connand III, Central Group of Armies), and that his military rank was 
that of Feldv/ebel (Sergeant). On 12 Septe^er 194l> SOxirce's unit was ordered 
to hold strategic points and prevent the destruction of all documents and 
records during the drive on Smolensk, US®. The Central H Q of the KKVD was 
captured and Source v&b part of the detail tljat secured the building. After 
the captxire of Smolensk, Command HQ was set up in the forest of "Rrasni Bor”. 
Adjoining "Krasni Bor" and connected to it by numerous paths vob ” Katyn Forest". 
The bahnhof of Katyn was located where IJie railroad and the road to Smolensk 
cross. According to the local populace, the forest of Katyn i«is tised by the 
NKtfD as a train-ground for the NKVD and was "off limits" to the local popiila- 
tion. In the forest the NKVD had established rifle and pistol ranges and it 
was not uncommon to hear firing during all hours of the day or night. Al- 
legedly laaiy trains consisting of box cars or cattle cars loaded with prisoners 
woxild arrive at the bahnhof at Katyn. These prisoners would be marched into 
Katyn forest and many of the rrisoncu's wtild be chained. According to the local 
populace, many yrisoners entered into the forest and none ev«r returned.. It 
was also significant that after tlie arrival of prisoiwrs, gunfire could be 
heard «nanating from the forest. The majority of tlie prisoners entering the 
forest were in uniform. While checking documents in the IIKFD HQ in Smolensk, 
a typeijritten list vmis discovered. The list allegedly contained approximately 
twelve thousand (12,0C0) names, most of v4iich seemed to be Polish aid there 
were dates (allegedly birthdates) and professions alongside many of the names. 
The list and an attached note of the possible extermination was forwarded to 
Berlin, together vdth all the other doc\mcnts taken ftom Smolensk, US®. Ac- 
cording to Source, notliing fxnrthor v;oa heard concerning the allegation until 
1943> when a directive v»s forx>«arded that an investigation be condxKsted con- 
cerning the alleged extermination of Poles in the Katyn forest. According to 
Source, the investigation xjas ordered to counteract the Russian propaganda con- 
cerning the extermination of Russian civilians by the Gramian Array in Rostov, 
US®. The loca3. populace tras hired to locate and exhume the graves of the 



5. TYPED NAME AND ORGANIZATION OF SPECIAL AGENT 



SAIOIEL P. YiaU10LII»iaf, 430th CIC Dot., 

C!iiK-not. »»nc 



6. SIGNATURE OF SPECIAL AGENT 
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KATMS FOREST IKCIDEET 



4 Apiril 1952 
1/25879 



peorsons Interred in the Xatjni forest. According to Source, manor graves were lo- 
cated, but only three (3) vero opened and Source clalins to have been present 
when the three (3) graves were eoefaumed. The graves were {qpprogdlnately 10-12 
feet deep; 9 feet wide and 30 feet long. The bodies found in the graves were 
neatly stacked and there was evidence that some of the bodies still had chains. 
According to Source, it v&b then believed by the German Idgh C<Mmiiand, that the 
typewritten list found in the NKVD Central HQ in Smolensk, USSR, was a partial 
list of persons interred in Katyn forest. Source further stated that the Ger- 
man High Gonnand had formed an international CocBsiesion to eocandne the exhumed 
bodies. Allegedly this international ooimaisslon consisted of approximately 
ten {jU} persons and a report by this commission had been forviarded to Berlin 
during the end of I^ch 1943. Source brieves that the report submitted by 
this international commission is still available, if only it could be found. 

AGENT *B NOTES : 

Source pH— fl Mai MMi ead only after persuaalQp would ad- 
mit that his nco# wa#' ’ " J He gtalt fce tw an employee of the 

Austrian govoriinnt. and that he remfcded in ^ ~ would not 

like the Russian authorities to become 'awerm ef the fhet that be bed reported 
the "Katyn Forest" incident to the American authorities, especially whem it 
seems obvious that the Russians were responsible for the extermination of Poles 
at Katyn. 




gli£ C JCC K ; 



Cheek of the files of Uds Sub-Detachment revealed no record of Source. 
CASE CLOSHD. 



SAI40EL P. YARIIOUIBKX, 430th CIC Dot,, 
Sub-Det. «E" (Unz) _ _ 
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APmomt 



RAX A. i:icnoi^ 

MAJOR Arty 
CO Sublet. "B" (Uitt) 



Dietrlbution 
8 - Hq. 430th CIC Bet. 

1 - Sublet. "A“ (Salaburg) 
1 - Sub-Dot. "C" (Vienna) 

1 - File 



SAMOEL P. lARHOUIlSKX, 430th CIC Det., 
Sub-Dot. «t" (Lin*) 
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CCMPANT “B" 

533rd MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE BATTALION 
APO 174 US ABUT 



Report No: LR^l, 065-1-52 

Page 1 of 2 pages 
2 April 1952 



SUBJECT: KATIN Massacre 



TO : Commanding Officer 

Co B, 533 MIS Bn 
APO 174, US ARMY 



!• In the course of the interruptions of Source lil-1, 065-52 it 
was revealed that one of his friends, I had been a wit- 
ness to the disinterment in the KATIN rorest. 



2* ^ - .had served as a captain in the Slovak Army during WW 

II, and was J stationed in a village near KATIN, 

at the .^ime idwn the mass graves of massacred Polish officers were opened. 

_ told Source that he had repeatedly visited the KATYN forest (date 

xmknoi^, and personally had witnessed the disinterment* He claimed to have 
seen the opened graves, the corpses with their documents, letters, family 
photographs, etc* still on them, and that at the time ^ had taken several 
hundred snapshots there idth his lEICA camera* ^ also told Source 

that it was his considered opinion that the massacre had been perpetrated 
by the Russians* In additicm he had also talked to many inhabitants of 
KATIN and other villages of the district, mentioning to Soixrce the names 
of some of them, jMch Source, however, was unable to recall* Those vil- 
lagers confirmed ^that the mass executions were carried out dur- 

ing the Russian ^cupaticn of that area. This conviction was allegedly 

a well known Slovak patholo^st, lec- 
turer at the University of famous Slovak poet 

^ «was then a member of an inter- 

nationi^ ccmmisaion invited by the Mrmans to^invutigate the mass graves* 
During ^ v repeated eojpersations with C J in the KARIN forest, 

the latter left no dovibt in* ^mind that he considered the Rtissians 

responsible for the massacre* 



3. ( ,1 resided in BRATISLAVA (4809N-1707E) (exact 

address taknown)* 

Age: 42; height: 180 cm; build: athletic; face: handsome, round; hair: 

blond; eyes: dai4c brown; married, no children* 



/ /V L Z 
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IiUl,065-X-52 (Cont»d) 
Page 2 of 2 pages 




an office employee ) 

BRATISLAVA, idien ^uree met 

him last (19 Feb 52). 

He had served in the CSR Amy as a Lt with an Engineer Company prior to 
WW II and had been Source's CO in 38/39, idiich was the beginrdng of their 
friendship. During the war he was a Certain in the Slovak Amy and CO of 
an Engineer Company. IVhen the German East Front broke down he joined the 
Slovak Nationalist DQUOBRANA (Home Guards). 

He was an anti-Communis t and after the Communist coup in Feb UB he was 
arrested (date unknown) to stand trial before a People's Court for various 
crimes, one of them being that he had continued to f^ht (with the DCM)BRANA) 
against the "fxee people," etc. Source stated that ^ would have been 

given death sentences on each of 4 counts, and prison terns for others. 

Bribes collected among a wide circle of friends, and the influence i*" 

J^!a mutual friend of his and Source *5 

case from bel^;^^^ since ^ ^possessed incrimlr»'''ing 
on the judges, C -^i*^»ld a leading position with the 
land then found employment for /in that office. 




4, Source met accidentally on 19 Feb 52. During the course 

of their conversation, the KATIN massacre was also mentioned since it had 
received sxich wide publicity lecently. P 7 stated that in the event 
the Russians should consent to a new investigation of the massacre, as 
stiggested by US Senators, they might interr ogate fezmer personnel of his 
company. Some of the officers, ^ % a frien d of Source's 

an anti-<kmimunist |fc ' , ! ^ - 13 

Engineer Depot in HUtlISLAVA, at the intersection of Guttenbergova ulica 

o** former EM might inadvertently 

mention, or be mentioning, that he had taken photographs of* 

the disinterment. ' Teocpected that the Soviets might then force him 

to testify in their favor, against his own conviction. He appeared afraid 
for his personal safety, and stated that he was preparing to escape from 
the CSR. 



5. Source believed that IH^^liris not only willing, but anxious 
to put his own observations and photographic evidence at the disposal of \ 
the US, and that he would cooperate fully if contacted and guided to the 
US area of control. 



APPROVED: 



ERNEST LOVE (2009) 
Chief, FS I 
Co B, 533 MIS Bn 
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1. HAME OF SUBil^OR TlTUi»^iHCU)^ 

lEatyn Maeswre Souro# 



2. DATE SUBMITTED 

10 AprU 1952 

3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR RLE NO. 

X/25 





4. REPORT OF FINDINGS 



OPMS 



-i?.— / 
_Reco Ros>! ^ 



PDRPOSE OF BiVESTIC-ATION t 

To determine details of SUBJECT »s knovledge of the Katyn massacre, the* 
existence of photographic evidence relating to the Katyn massacre and leads to 
other sources of information on the Katyn nassacTQo 

RKFJiiREliCES t 

^ Headquarters Operations, 430th ClC Detachment, dated 

29 February 1952, Hq (^pns. Case No. 4 O 84 , requesting Interview of SUBJECT. 

SmhTS 0 ? INVESTIGATION i 

1952, at hia 



place cf 

interview of t?4o Agertf's roosa in •Si»"H»tol 
hours. 



_f«nd invited to an 
lisriQog TOhlWh^n C-res at 1800 



During the interview SUBJECT stated in aubstanco that during the early 
days of World Wax- II he had been assigned to the headquai’tera of the Geman Amy 
Hailroad system in Hasaia in the capacity of a supply KCO. This headouarters 
m.8 Icoated near tho town of Gnozdove (5447N-3150B), (British Grid) a»olensk 
Oblast, which was situated between ^solernk aid Brisnsk, Byelorussia and apnroX” 
;'jaately one-iialf kilometer from the Katyn forest. SUBJECT dJ.aij 3 .ed that he had 
discovered tlie mass grave of the IDatyn laassacre victims vMla helping in the con» 
structioa of a tomporary gasoline shed. Vihna digging a post hole SUBJJST*s 
shovel became ©niiangled in what apjieered to bs a unifomi coat. When SUBJECT re- 
moved the loose dirt from around the coat he discovered th® half^decomposed body 
of a Ibliah offlcoj;-,, When the body xras removsd from the trench a Booond body 
was discovered urjder the first and a third under the second. SUBJECT «•>«■« 
that he immediately xxjported the discovery to hia Coanwuding Officer and that 
German Am^ Headciuajrters ordered a general exhumation on the same day. 

2. SUBJE:iT stated that his duties as a <3upply NCO necessitated constant 
movement witMn the vicinity of Katyn end brought him into content with a largo 
segment of the Haasian population toward ^Axm he ties wall dijs^poeed. SUBJECT 
claims that, although fratemiaation was strictly prohibited by Gerajen military 
^tfe^tl.»sp^h^^ad^tiva+^ a friendship with a young Rusei^ resident of 
Gnes^c- ft allegedly confided that the masaaere liad fjeen per-"-- 

petrated 'ey the Eueciau croopg. 



3. SUBJECT claims tc have taken a rsmh&r of pho'bographs of the Katyn 
forest the axbumations vjore xa progress, although thia had be^. strictly 

prohibited by Aroy Headquartera . HUFJECT bolisved that the photographs 



5. TYPED NAME AND ORGANIZATION OF SPECIAL AGENT 

GEWBGE J. BBOT, 430th 



6. SIGNATURE OF SPECIAL AGENT 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority NND 52848 by AMW/MP on 16 March 2012 






( 




I 



'l 




still extant aoioung his belongings In Bad Relcbenhall^ Qennany* SUBJECT express- 
ed willingness to appear In person before a United States Commission to give 
oral testimony concerning his knowledge of the Katyn massacre and to furnish 
U^A Headquarters vdth names and addresses of other Austrian sources vftio may 
be prevailed upon to give testimony* SISBJECT copflded tha^ although in is known 
to many acquaintances in Graz \aider the name the n— e wed in 

^^mspondinj? with USFA Headquarters - Ms setMtl naB» Ts 

j and that he prefers that his actual identl^ bs 

treated with discretion. 



4* SUBJECT was requested to initiate a thorough search of his belot^ngs, 
both in Graz and Bad Relchenhall, Germany ^ in an attempt to locate the missing 
photographs and to prepare within limitations a detailed statement of his know^ 
ledge of the Katyn massacre. 

AGENT «S NOTESa , 



On a subsequent visit to this Agent at the Steyr Field Office, Steyr, Upper 
Austria, SUBJECT claimed to have conducted a search with negative results. On 
the occasion of SUBJECT'S visit to the Steyr Field Office, SUBJECT prepared and 
signed a sworn statement, original of \diich ia appended hereto as Qchibit "A” 
and translations thereof as Exhibit "B", Photographs furnished by SUBJE CT liw 
eluding pictures taken by him In the vicinity of Ka^m and one ofX 
alleged Vihlte Russian source, are appended hereto as EidiiMt "C". While SUBJECT 
made the impression that he was within limitations telling the backgroand etory 
of Katyn exactly as he knew it from "hearsay” evidence, he is not in a position 
to furnish positive and categorical testimony as to the Identily of the aotvial 
perpetrators. While SUBJECT'S testimony is to a certain degree subjective, 
since SUBJECT was admittedly temporarily captivated by the tenets of National 
Socialism and bitter because he thought the Katyn massacre had been vuijustly 
attributed to the German Army, his statement seems to conform sufficiently to 
the general pattern of information being established to contribute to the over- 
all evaluation of other sources under exploitation. In his statement, SUBJECT 
chronicles in an informal fashion the facta as he knows them. 

Additional clarifying details aire being prepared by SUBJECT and will be 
incorporated into SUBJECT'S testimony upon receipt* 



Pl^ical location of SUBJECT in the British Zone of Auarria, and the 
difficulty of establishing further contact except through postal channels, have 
militated against optimum debriefing of SUBJECT within time limts desired, 

GEORGE J. BREEN, 430th CIC Det,, 

Sub-Detachment "B” ( Lina ) 

- 2 - 
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Mnesaore 



10 April 1952 
L/25917f 



Tha original statenont in German (fiidilbit A) la attached to four eopiea 
only of this report, and photographa (Esdiiblt C) are attached to the original 
only of thla report. 




ICHOLS 
Airty 

CO Sub-Dit. "B« (Lina) 



DISTRIBDTIOM 
d . Bqa 430th CIC Det, 
1 - File 



GEQH5E J. BREEH, 430th CK Det., n - 

aib-^etaotanent "B» (Una) ^ 




DECLASSIFIED 

Authority NND 52848 by AMW/MP on 16 March 2012 



4 



STATE MEK 
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To the best of my knowledge and belief the following account of the 
mass mvirder of twelve thousand (12,000) Polish Officers at Katyn, and the 
discovery of their graves is the truth. This statement is made voluntarily, 
without threat or dviress or promise of reward. 

In the year 1940 I was drafted into the mountain troops. After receiv- 
ing my basic training I was sent first to Crete, then to France and Netherlands 
and subsequently to Russia, where I received a bullet wotmd in the head dxiring 
my first engagement. That incapacitated me for quite scmie time. After I re- 
covered, in a hospitail in Munich, I was assigned to the F E Kdo (Headquarters 
of the Army Railroad system) . This Headquarter?^ was situated between Snolensk 
and Briansk, near the town of Gnezdova, The camoiiflaged railroad cars in which 
the Headquarters was located lie on a siding in a heavily wooded area. In sol- 
diers’ slang they were known as "Schnackendorfer" (gnat villages) or "Rabenliorst" 
(crows' nests) because of the millions of gnats and the thousands of crows and 
ravens that screeched day and night and played considerable havoc with oxir 
■M’ves, Iden^ally, I must mention that the director of the Graz Police, Mr; 
“T • T had deaovmced me to my parent tinlt because of my political leanings 
and that €he case followed me to Russia, In spite of my military qualifications 
I had no hopes for promotion. The highest rank I was able to attain in combat 
was that of a corporal (Obergefreiter) , However, that story does not belong to 
this statement. 



While serving with the F E Kdo, I was in charge of supply, and it was 
my responsibility to provide food for my unit, I thus had a chance to move 
around the vicinity of the Headquarters looking for it. Because of this fact, 

I became better acquainted with the area than most of the native Russian inhab- 
itants who seldom left their homes and immediate surrowdlngs. I knew the roads 
to Minsk, Orscha, Vitebsk, Briansk and Krassnibor like I knew the inside of my 
own pocket since I had to ride long distances on a motorcycle or in our auto- 
mobile, Later I was attached to the Headquarters S^aff and my function was to 
supervise the loading of the troops being sent to the front via - • very 

interestiaig assignment. The Co man ding Officer of the unit was ' i 

who is no^^' a lawyer . 3 near Graz, He woxild be able to verify 

vgr ffttttemento The first actual Consnanding Officer of this small a^ secret unit 
was a (■■■■■■■■■11(1 (the same name, but not the same person as /C — ■ 

who was subsequently promoted to Major, but then traaisf erred because of setae jr- 

regularities he had engaged in. The next Commanding Officer was (3 . ^ 

a Swabian from the vicinity of Nambe^g. After him, a high ranking staff 
officer from Vienna, ^“' 7^ “"^'Iwas assigned to command, I mention this 
only to show the importance of the vinit. Next to our Headquarters vras a small 
motor pool which was charged with the maintenance of the steiff vehicles, I main- 
tained good contacts with the motor pool since I was veiy active and the vehicles 
afforded me eui opportxmity to move around the area when I had time off. 



It was a mild day toward the end of 1942 as I was helping a nvnnber of 
comrades in the motor pool to construct a gasoline shed, I had been on duty 
dToring the previous night and eo I was 'able to do what I wanted during my free 
time. When I dug into the ground for the second time something caught on my 



■ ( 
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spade and as I pvQ.led out the spade - the earth or sand was very loose - I saw 
a lanifom coat, or rather part of a coat. It tool: quite a feat of strength to 
pull the whole coat from the soil and then I noted to my horror that I had ex- 
hxaaed a corpse. I hesitated to examine the body because I was trembling so. 

During combat I had seen death often -- friend and foe alike - but never before 
had I experienced such a shock. This time it was different because it was dis- 
concerting and not a pleasant surprise to have exhumed a half -decomposed corpse, 

% two comrades assisted in dragging the body from the grave as fresh sand 
slittered back into the opening. We saw in amazement that a second body lay 
under the first. At first we had not looked at the first body and now we began 
to examine it carefully. 

The corpse was f tally clothed, wore a coat over a uniform of excellent 
quality and even the sMeld cap with its typical Polish comers had remained on 
its head. The patent leather boots - I was really envious of them - were still 
in good condition, as were the other parts of the uniform . They were winkled 
but it would have been possible to use them immediately as everything was well 
preserved and dry. The dead man wore a pistol belt with a loaded pistol still 
in it. It was remarkable that in the pockets of the uniform vrere many of the 
small items a man usrially carries, such as a wallet with his documents, a coin 
pwse, a fountain pen ready for use. On the man’s fingers I noticed three beau- 
tiftil rings. The man was short in stature - 1 estimate 1.60 meter - and his 
limbs were slender, but I believe it is easy to err in estimating the size of a 
mummified body lying there like a still doll. The face of the corpse was dark, 
almost black grey. The hands also. A leather glove was still on one of the hands 
Naturally, we had no camera with vis as we had been engaged in manual work - a fact 
I regret since I will never be able to forget this experience as long as I live. 

We left the mvanmified body lying on the grovmd, and I ran to report the discovery 
to my Conmanding Officer. Several officers accompanied me to view the body since 
ovir Headquarters was located less than a kilometer from the scene of the discov- 
ery. I was given another assignment and was thus unable to witness the exhuma- 
tions which were initiated the same day. 

At 0600 hours the next morning I returned to the area and noted that a 
number of Ukrainian PV.'s, who had been working for our unit, together with some 
of the male White Russian natives were engaged in exhviming the bodies and probing 
for other graves in a circuit of first fifty meters and later one hundred meters 
from the first graves. It was thus determined that the entire area for some one 
hundred meters in radius was a mass grave with bodies lying less than one-half 
meter from the surface. On the following day I noticed four or five open graves 
with bodies lying in them and when I returned after three days they had already 
excavated a main trench approximately twenty meters long and four meters wide in 
which I saw so many cojrpses that chills ran down my spine. I was naturally very 
interested and noted every detail, and once when I was eilone I photographed the 
main trench although this had been expressly prohibited. I later had a very 
clear copy made, but somehow or other I misplaced it or lost it. In spite of a 
detailed search I have not been able to find it, although my relatives all re- 
member it. I remember the details of the picture so vrell that I am able to re- 
construct it at any time or to make a sketch. I will try to describe that picture 
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Stetenent of -j' “■^( cont ’ d ) 



In the main trench that had been excavated the earth covering the upper 
stratvan of bodies had been cleared. The bodies were stacked in a neat and orderly 
fashion - head upon head and feet upon feet, - but the way the legs of the victims 
were lying one covdd see that they had been dragged to the grave in a violent 
manner. Each body had a bullet hoAe in the back of the neck, just as on the 
corpse of the first vlotiin I had discovered. The trench was very long and the 
earth had been removed at an angle in such a way that one covild see that the 
bodies lay not only side by side but layer i^n layer, eighteen to twenty layers 
deep. I heard later that the nxaober of women in evening clothes buried there 
almost equalled that of the men, but I myself saw only six or eight women, all 
dressed in evening clothes and wearing their jewelry. I also saw a priest, easily 
recognizable in his black cassock and white collar, itirther excavations revealed 
that the bodies had been buried in a slight depression between two mounds and that 
a layer of sand, forty to sixty centimeters deep, had been strewn over the mass 
grave, and dward trees had then been planted on the graves as you can see on the 
attached picture (see Exhibit “C”), Approximately 4»000 bodies had been exhianed 
while I was stationed in that area, although officers estimated that approximately 
12,CX)0 bodies were burled in the area, and based this figure on the test borings 
that had been made. Later tMs area was subjected to a terrific bombardment by 
the Ihissieuis and after considerable losses our unit was forced to withdraw. 1 am 
not in a position to say whether or not more than 4,000 bodies were actually 
exhumed. 

All of us were highly impressed by the discovery of tliis mass murder and 
since I had made the initial report we awaited with anticipation for our radio to 
make the broadcast in which the position of o\u: unit would be mentioned and we 
would be given the opportxmity to boast a little ourselves. We waited in vain 
for five days and then we heard a discouraging report since it was the Russian 
radio that tuinounced that the Germans had murdered thousands of Polish Officers 
in the Katyn forest, etc. By the end of the sixth day the Germans finally re- 
leased the report and this delay was, I believe, an egregious error on the part 
of the Germans since people are more apt to believe the evil they hear of their 
own country than the good. There were many people at home who believed what the 
Russians said and that was the reason why I obtained special leave to describe 
my experiences and Impressions of Katyn to high-ranking Staff Officers and party 
functionaries in Dresden, Berlin, Munich and Vienna, It happened in this way: 

A lieutenant of our unit visited Munich on leave. In one of the local 
taverns he described the mass grave which he himself had seen and charged the 
Russians with full responsibility for the massacre. The people in the inn did 
not believe him and when the lieutenant attempted to enlarge upon the story, a 
fracas ensued and the lieutenant was injured. After the lieutenant's return to 
duty, the incident was brought to the attention of the Commanding Officer who 
ordered me to give lectures on the subject, Tliose lectures were very interesting 
to me, especially in Vienna where the lecture was received with mixed feelings 
although I spoke only before officers and party functionaries who were invariably 
accompanied by their ladies. 

I usually hod to report to the City Commander who gave me orders to report 
back at a specified time to give my lecture in a large ball which was packed with 
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spectators. Standing on the stage in my shabby corporal's tmiform vith a few 
medals on my breast, I had a black board behind me on which I had to make sketches 
explaining my lectvtpe. I was surprised how the audience responded to the lectiore. 
The men showed their anger with catcalls and the women tvirned as pale as sheets. 

I described exactly vdiat I had seen and how I had felt. I did not adorn the story 
but neither did I fail to describe what I had smelled there, sometimes succeeding 
in nauseating my audience. I took fiendish pleasure in that, because I was con- 
vinced that it did no harm if the people at home got a chance to breathe another 
atmosphere, to breathe the air of the front lines laden with a murderous stench. 
They sav; only parties eind festivities, elegance and women but they did not realize 
that thousands had to die in internment camps, that thousands were being killed 
in action and that people of their own race were mowing down hundreds of other 
people with murderous machine gun fire because they did not belong to the pure 
German ract. I, therefore, had a certain sense of satisfaction in forcing an un- 
palatable truth down their throats, even if it was on this solitary occasion. It 
vmis remarkable that I was never interrupted during the coxxrse of a lecture which 
usually lasted for approximately one hour. After I had finished, they seem to 
have regreted that it had not lasted longer since it had been interesting to them. 
To keep my lecture from being too crass, I attempted to interject a little hiimor, 
e.g., an incident that happened to me at Katyn and to which the audience responded 
vith interest and understanding. 

On approximately the seventh day of the exhumations I drove to the site of 
the graves on ray motorcycle in order to satisfy my curiosity, parked my motorcycle 
against a tree and approached the graves. Silence reigned. lk>t a soul was to be 
seen. Not even a chirp from the birds as is their wont in the woods at home. In 
this entire section I had never seen nor heard a bird, only the crows I mentioned 
before. I went to the main grave and contemplated the bodies piled rov; upon row. 

I noticed the other excavations on all sides and knev; that corpses were to be seen 
in all of them, but momentarily the main grave fascinated me because there I could 
recognize the smallest detail. As I was standing there a gust of wind arose and 
with it a penetrating stench from the corpses which had been lying in the opdn air 
for as long as seven days. It nauseated me and I lighted a cigarette since the 
stench vra.s unbearable. As I began puffing my cigarette my body became paralyzed 
idth fright and my heart ceased to beat for the moment as the graves nearby came 
to life. Forms dressed in vnrinkled Polish \inifom coats, cornered uniform caps 
on their heads, crept out of the graves and reeled tov^rd me. I can truthfully 
say that in this moment my life flashed before me and I commended my soul to the 
Creator because I could think of nothing but that the Polish Officers had come to 
drag mo into their graves because I had disturbed tlieir rest. But then I espied 
the embarrassed grins of some of the Russian inhabitants of the area whom I recog- 
nized as having been working on the exhumations. They had smelled the aroma of 
my cigarette and they had remained in the graves until they coiild stand it no 
longer. They had crept out of the graves to beg cigarettes from me. Relieved, 

I emptied my cigarette case and distributed all my cigarettes. 

The young Russians had heard the sound of the motor and, because they had 
often been worked over by the German soldiers because of their laziness, they had 
hidden among the corpses and remained motionless in the belief that I would leave 
in a few minutes. But x^rhen they recognized me and smelled the aroma of the 
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cigarette they could not contain themselves any longer and crawled out to beg a 
cigarette froin me. I, myself, had many acquaintances among the inhabitants and, 
althovigh fraternization was strictly prohibited, the lives of these people were 
of great interest to me and I had been in their homes on many occasions as a 
guest. I had never spoken of Hitler and they had never mentioned Stalin in my 
presence so it was seldom that our conversations were anything but of a private 
nature. 



Now these yo\mg Russians were dressed in the clothes of the dead Poles and 
when I asked how they had managed that, they demonstrated how easily it was done. 
They did not have to bother undressing the corpses. They simply had to tug at 
one corner of the coat, and as the corpse rolled out the coat remained in the hands 
of the Russian, Since it was very cold I didn't see any harm in what they had done 
• and it was vdth a sense of deep relief that I left thds sinister spot. My heart 
beat faster for a number of days due to the shock I had suffered and I was tumble 
to eat because the stench of the corpses seemed to fill my nostrils. 

i^onif'my Russian acquaintances was a yotmg man His mother 

worked for our unit as a charwoman, and both of them lived on the outskirts of 
Gnezdova in a small thatch cottage which did not look prepossessing from the out- 
side but it made a favorable impression. Although it was strictly prohibited I 
became friendly with these people and I was secretly invited to their home. (A 
picture of this yoimg Russian, ^ ^ is appended hereto_aa-^^bit "C".) 

The father of this young friend had been a school teachiwr In L. .'-a fl^Pand at that 
time he and his older sons were active in combat, he as a Cosmiis^r, uu wLe side 
of the Russians. The young man showed me papers which indicated that before the 
war he had attended a school of dramatics in Moscow. He made the in5)ro3sion of 
being extremely intelligent, and spoke and wrote German with comparative fluency 
as may be seen on the reverse side of the picture. He had volmes written by 
French, German and English authors neatly arranged on a beautiful bookcase which 
he had made himself. I did not have the impression that the boo](:s had been 
plundered from someone else because he was able to read from these books with 
fluency. Ftom this Russian I discovered the history of the mass murder of Katyn. 

It was mid-1941 (I was not able to ascertain the exact date). The town of 
Katyn is located on the anolensk-Vitebsk road where the Dnieper River forms a 
major band. On the shores of the rivej’ a large park with beautiful buildings 
belonging to the Russian General TIMOSHiii’IKO. One day there arrived from the di- 
rection of Smolensk several hundred, rather approximately one thousand Polish 
Officers, who were accompanied by resonant bands and Russian officers in dress 
uniform, marching joyously through the streets which led to the park of Katyn. 

From there the inhabi taints heard cries, shouts, howls, snatches of song and shots - 
shots of fun thought the local popvdation. Other members of the population claim 
that for three or fotir days one special train after another arrived from the di- 
rection of larsaw-Minsk and that every four to five hoiurs Polish Officers and their 
ladies passed through the town of Gezdova. After fo^ar days the noise of^tbe fes- 
tivities ceased and the Polish Officers had been I'urdered and my friend^; "^itold 
me that it was beyond doubt, althoxigh the reason for it is shroudea in uyroTery. 

Thjit was the story of ny friend regarding Katyn. 
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I came to the conclusion that the inhabitants of Gnezdova had revealed to 
our Officers minor details concerning the massacre since our unit did not seem too 
surprised vrhen the mass grave was discovered, but" somehow seemed to anticipate its 
discovery, opinion was confirmed when I noted the boring survey of the entire 
area which was immediately initiated. 



Later, in an attempt to analyze the situation, I came to the conclusion 
that these thousands of ioles covild not have been murdered simultaneously since 
several thousand executioners would have been required to overcome the resistance 
of the intended victims. I believe that it happened this way: 



According to what I had heard from the inhabitants, these Polish Officers 
had been invited by Russia to visit the country as it was allegedly planned that 
Russia woiold assign large tracts of land in the Ukraine to the Poles, perhaps also 
areas in the vicinity of Katyn. Who knows? Almost all the Polish intellectuals 
were invited to attend the inspection tour and all of them accepted the invitation. 

Ibeks after the discovery of the scene of the murders. Commissions arrived 
from various co\mtries to make an on-the-spot investigation, /.e soldiers were now 
denied access to the area because it was sealed off, but comrades who were on 
guard duty informed us that the Commissions which I myself had seen, viz The Swiss 
Red Cross, The Dutch, English, American and Polish Ccmnnissions, had discovered 
important evidence. The Polish discovered the original identity documents on 
nearly every corpse and it was ascertained that almost every victim was either a 
member of the nobility or of the Officers Corps whose name was well known to the 
Investigating Commission. There was a number of Polish enlisted men among the 
corpses; so few, however, that it may be assumed that they were orderlies of high- 
ranking officers. Each of the victims had been shot through the neck. Ko other 
Injiwies were noticed except that a few skulls had apparently been bashed in with 
rifle butts. Since the Poles had been escorted to the scene of the murder in . 
groups, I believe that they were also murdered in groups in such a manner that the 
following group had no premonition of what had happened to the previous group. 

That wot'.ld seem to be the only explanation why the corpses had all their personal 
belongings, jewelry, money and weapons on their persons and lay fully clothed in 
their graves. If a party had been going on for days, they certainly would have 
discfirded their weapons and overcoats. Since the time interval between the arrival 
of one group and the arrival of the next was limited and all traces of the previous 
group had to be destroyed and the corpses buried it was logical to naJce this one 
exception of not despoiling the corpses before burial since this would have been 
too time-consuming. I believe it is evident that even the minutest details of this 
murder were planned in advance. The din of festivities which was heeurd by the in- 
habitants, as well as the intended victims, was very likely employed by the Russians 
to lull the Poles into a false sense of secinrity. Many of our soldiers in forward 
areas on the Russian front have experienced that the Russians attempt to camoiiflage 
a liqtiidation by making enough noise to draw attention away from the executioners' 
shots. Only in this way would it have been possible to murder 12,000 Poles in such 
a short time. 

This statement indicates that the Russians and the Russians alone bear the 
guilt of having nxu7dered the Polish Intelligentsia, and this shoiiLd be obvioxis to 
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all who have seen what I have seen, especially when it is taken into consideration 
that the Germans moved into this area long afterwards. We estimated that the 
bodies had been buried three-fourths of a year when wo found them, perhaps even 
longer than that, and it was only because of the sandy soil in the area that the 
bodies were still so well preserved. It was even easy to recognize the features, 
^iost of the faces registered expressions of fright or terror. 



I was all the more disillusioned after release from the PW cage when I read 
the placards in Munich and Bad Reichenhall printed with banner type* "Another 
crime of the Germans discovered. 12,000 concentration camp inmates dressed in 
Polish uniforms and buried in mass graves in Katyn after being shot". I decided 
to remain silent about my experiences because, as a former soldier, I didn't want 
to have anything to do with that sort of politics. Later I might have had an 
opportunity to sell my documents for a high price, however, I had never considered 
it seriously and today is the first time that I have committed a statement to 
paper. Only seldom liave I mentioned my experiences since it wa^ emd is, too dan- 
gerous for me to know much about this subject. I am convinced that the East con- 
siders the existence of such proof detrimental, I have been married for twenty- 
three years, have three children, and do not want to endanger my family in any 
way, Tod^, however, I understand that American, is interested in ascertaining 
the truth about Katyn and I willingly place my knowledge of the subject at your 
disposal in an attempt to establish the truth. Austria is heurdly in a position 
to be interested in bringing this story to light; perhaps I may even be prosecuted 
by the East, and that is what I want to avoid. 



After I was wounded in Russia I v&s sent back tol^ 

I was charged with the supervision of a section of a large PW cage jT 

“ ■ ' 1 



where 



iga saiine producing planfl.n Ge. 






_ 




Many lost their lives during the 



relentless English and American^bombardments and thousands of new prisoners took 
their places. There were al^;ay8 entiSi^h soldiers eu)d prisoners. Because I was on 
good terms with the prisoners in my section of the camp, I was transfeired to the 
Office of the Paymaster. In the vicinity of our camp there were also Russian and 
Italian PVJ cages. Cie prisoners did not fare in these camps. Am ong the 

SoK^ Africans was a(^ ^ 

BO 



was a 

— «Jwith whom I was eo 






Attached phoifcciigraphs (See Exhibit- "C") 

show both of us on a walk, idio owned a plantsilion and a silver mine near 

Johannesbvirg, gave me the pfcbvires and his address. Unfortunately, I lost the 
address when I was a PV- and, in spite of repeated inquiries and letters to Johannes 
burg, I have been unable to reestablish contact with him. Ife himself wanted to 
remain in contact with me after the war because I had helped him, even during the 
course of the ireur, to raise the British flag over the PW cage, I saw him last as 



m 



he was leaving for South 



and I have no reason to believe' that he is not 
alive today, I informed the details of the mass graves at Katyn and, at 

his request, gave him a number of photographs, I did not realize at the time that 
the photographs were of extreme importance ani that confirmation of my story might 
depend upon them. 
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This is m 7 statement concerning Katyn. I am also in the position to frecon- 
stmct maiy details with sketches. 




Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20th day of March 1952 at Steyr, ^pper 
Austria. ‘ ' ’ * 



/e/ George J. Breen 
A/ GEORGE J. BREEN 
Special Agent, CIO 
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